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LIM style lessons WITHOUT the LIM 
Practical ideas on how to make lessons interactive when 

there are no digital classroom tools available 
 
 

BY JOANNA CARTER 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



In today’s workshop …………. 

• Who exactly are our modern young learners? 
• Advantages and disadvantages of technology and 

LIM in the classroom 
• Practical ways to recreate ‘digital lessons’ without 

technology 
• Keeping control in the non-digital classroom 



Modern day Primary students 

• How do they learn about the world  outside 
the classroom and in their homes? 

• How does this affect how they behave and 
what they expect in the classroom? 



Children at Home 



Today’s Primary School Children…….. 

DIGITAL NATIVES 
 

have been born into a technological world  
 

 are surrounded by technological that they take 
anywhere and use anytime 

 
 feel comfortable and confident using technology  

  
  

 



Today’s Adults……… 

DIGITAL IMMIGRANTS 
have learnt to use technology later on and are 

adapting to it 

TECHNOPHOBES 
are afraid of technology and can’t use it 



Today’s Teachers………….. 
                       are somewhere in the middle. 
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What effect does technology have on children 
and their possible behaviour in class? 

• Children are use to seeing information visually 
 
• Children learn to receive information at a fast pace 
 
• Children want to interact and get physically involved 

with their learning 



Challenge for teachers 

• How do we keep these visual, kinaesthetic and fast 
paced learners stimulated and motivated? 

• Provide more technology in the classroom? 
•  Interactive White Board (IWB)or LIM? 
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A question for you! 
 
 
 

• What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of 
using a LIM in your English lessons? 

 
     Answer in the chat box 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Advantages of the IWB /LIM 

• Visual 
• Save time 
• Interactive 
• Favours ‘lezione frontale’ or heads up approach 
• Everyone engaged 
• Control over class 
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On the other hand……….. 

•  LIM is not the answer to all our teaching problems and 
challenges. 

• It is not the only way to provide engaging and interactive 
lessons. 

• It cannot provide children social, emotional, cognitive and 
physical experiences they require when young.  
 
 



The LIM is a great tool but if used to 
much……… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                ……it’s boring! 
 

                                                                                 



Remember! 

•  The LIM is not a methodology but a tool 
• It cannot and must not replace traditional ways of teaching 

listening, speaking, reading , writing, pronunciation and 
grammar. 

•  We need to use a variety of materials both digital and non 
digital 

•  Must constantly change and mix  to keep our students 
engaged and learning. 
 



Remember! 

It is really the teacher with his or her creativity and 
ability to understand the pupils that is truly the 

driving force behind a successful lesson. 
 



Your reality? Don’t Worry! 



Jeremy Harmer 
 

 ‘We need to remind ourselves constantly of the fact that 
many classrooms both in the ‘developing’ and 

‘developed’ world do not have access to very modern 
technology. Yet this does not prevent students –and has 

never prevented students –from learning English 
successfully’ 



Let’s look at………… 

•  how we can teach a good lesson if we DID have a IWB /LIM 
and apply these aspects to a non-digital classroom 

• how to stimulate the students capacity for visual learning and 
interacting physically  

•  creating students that are always interested, always 
motivated and always learning! 

 



Vocabulary Activities for Presention 
and Consolidation 

  



USING THE LIM: Vocabulary Activities  
 



NO LIM :Vocabulary Activities 
Flashcards 

•  Primary Teaching Files  
• Make your own: Google images, copy it onto a word 

document and print it out. 
• Ask your students to do this for homework, assigning them 

one item of vocabulary each.  
• Magazine pictures cut out and stuck onto A4 paper.  
 





NO LIM:FLASH CARD FUN 
Noughts and Crosses  0x0  

1 
 

2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 



NO LIM:FLASH CARD FUN 
 Vocabulary Maths  

1 
 

2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 



SONGS 

• Appeal to learners’ need to interact and learn by 
doing 

• Aid good pronunciation and the rhythm of spoken 
English  

•  Fun way to learn whole phrases 
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Using the LIM: Songs 



NO LIM: Songs 

• Make a copy of the song in word 
• Photocopy and cut the song into sentence strips 
• Divide the class into groups  
•  Give each group the sentence strips of song mixed up 
• Play the song on the CD 
• Students work together to read, listen and reorder the song words 
• Play the song many times until all students have completed 
• Encourage students to sing the song line by line 
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Our Discovery Island Level 5 
Put the lyrics in order 

1. You help, you listen. And I do, too. 
2. We’re friends. We’re friends. 
3. You’ve got me. And I’ve got you. 
4. You’re lazy at home. You’re shy at school. 
5. We’re friends. We’re friends. 
6. You’re sometimes bossy but I don’t mind. 
7. But you’re sporty and clever. And very cool. 
8. We’re friends. We’re friends. 
9. I like you because you are kind. 
Correct order : 3,1,2,4,7,5,6,9,8 

 
 
 



Dialogues 

• Cartoon strip stories with dialogue in speech bubbles 
•  Present new language and structures  
• Consolidate and practice new structures, language and 

vocabulary 
•  Reading and listening exercise with accompanying  exercises 
•  Students can also learn the dialogues as speaking practice 
•  Concentrates on pronunciation, intonation 
 



Using the LIM: dialogues 

•  Useful, visual and interactive way practicing pronunciation 
• Dialogue can be broken into parts 
• Students attention is focused to the front of the class  
• Teacher has complete control over repetition and drilling of 

the dialogue 
 





NO LIM: Dialogues 

• Use the dialogue on the CD 
• Make  your own speech bubbles 
• Draw speech bubbles on A4 or A3 card or paper 

 
 

Speech Bubble 

Write your 
dialogue here! 



NO LIM: Dialogues 
Using hand made speech bubbles 

1. Teacher play CD. Pause after each phrase. Hold up speech bubble. Class 
repeat 
 

2. Stick speech bubbles on board in order. Play CD. Point. Students repeat 
 

3. Stick speech bubbles on board in random order. Play CD. Student comes 
to board to indicate phrase heard 
 

4. Divide students into groups. Assign character to each group. Give out 
speech bubbles for character to relevant group. Play CD. When group 
hear phrase for their character, hold up speech bubble 



NO LIM: Dialogues 
Using hand made speech bubbles 

5. Put names of characters on board. Show speech bubbles to class. 
Students match bubble to character 
 

6. Make small copies of speech bubbles. Divide class into groups. Hand out 
speech bubbles to each group. Students listen to CD and order speech 
bubbles 
 

7. Invite strong students to front of class. Assign each a character. Hold up 
speech bubbles. Students act their part 
 

8. Divide the class into teams. They take turns in coming to the front to act 
dialogue. Assign points for best pronunciation and intonation 



USING THE LIM:GAMES 
 

•  whole class  
•  class divided into teams  
• practice spelling 
•  consolidate vocabulary  
• practice new structures and grammars 

 



Using the LIM: Games 



Using the LIM: Games 



NO LIM :GAMES 
• Even better without the LIM! 
• Greater variety - board games, writing games, speaking games 
• Greater variety of interaction patterns – pairs, small groups, whole class 
• Teacher often not focus, not ‘lezione frontale’  - students have greater 

possibility to contribute and for longer 
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Top Secret Game book 
 



Dice Template 



Top Secret Game book 
 



Activities without the LIM 

• Require students to move 
• Require different interaction patterns – pairs, groups, teams 
• ESSENTIAL for interested and interactive students 
• Often lesson NOT ‘lezione frontale’ 



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 
TECHNIQUES 



1. Set the Ground Rules 

• Before  beginning an activity make clear what you expect from 
students 

• Compile some easy class rules 
 

Class Rules 
Don’t shout 

Talk in English 
Work together 

Do task well 



2. Award prizes for good behaviour 
 
• A trophy 
• Points  



Scoreboard on LIM 



Scoreboard in Traditional Classroom 



3. Set Time Limits 



4. Give clear instructions 

• Clear and simple 
• Think about instructions before you begin lesson 
• Demonstrate activity with strong student 
• Ask students to repeat instructions back to you 

 
 



5. Start as you mean to go on! 

• Don’t postpone  doing pairwork or group work 
• Do from the beginning of the year 
• Do regularily 
• The more the students do an activity, the more they 

know what to expect 



WITHOUT THE LIM  

 INTERESTING 
INTERACTIVE 
MOTIVATING 

ALWAYS LEARNING 



Informazioni utili 
 

 
• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno 

inviati via e-mail 
 

• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente 
le istruzioni per scaricare, dal sito 
Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prossimo appuntamento: 
29 aprile 

 
 
 

“Esplorare i testi, scoprirne i colori ” 
 

 

Relatore: Vincenzo Ruta 



Spazio Scuola Primaria 
 il portale per i docenti della Scuola primaria 

Contenuti disciplinari  
Esercitazioni e materiali  

Approfondimenti 
Consigli di lettura Formazione 

 
http://www.pearson.it/scuola-primaria 



Pearson Academy su Facebook 

Se avete suggerimenti o 
suggestioni che volete condividere, 

potete andare sulla pagina 
facebook di 

  
“Pearson Academy – Italia” 



Thank you for your attention! 
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